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PREFACE 


The  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act,  (7  U.S.C. 
2321  et.  seq.)  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  publish  an  Official  Journal  and  to 
provide  the  public  with  pertinent  information 
relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office. 

The  statute  also  authorizes  the  Secretary 
to  disseminate  technological  and  other  informa- 
tion available  to  the  Office  that  would  encourage 
innovation  and  promote  progress  in  plant  breeding. 

The  Official  Jounral , which  is  published 
quarterly,  includes  instructions  issued  by  the 
Office  and  related  information.  It  will  be  sent 
free  to  anyone  on  request.  Send  requests  to: 

Plant  Variety  Protection  Office 
Grain  Division,  AMS 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
6525  Bel crest  Road 
Hyattsville , MD  20782 

This  issue  covers  the  period  from  October  1 
through  December  31,  1975. 
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be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed, 
of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 


CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  AND  NOVELTY  BASED  ON  APPLICANT'S  CLAIM 
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'Lavender  Delight'  is  of  the  'Galaxy'  type.  It  differs  from  the  other  varieties  of  the  type  by  its 
flower  color.  The  standard  is  closest  to  Purole  75A  and  the  wing  is  closest  to  Purple  76A  of  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Society  Colour  Chart.  The  keel  is  paler  and  more  creamy  than  either  of  these 
colors . 

**  To  be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed. 

( ) No.  of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 


CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  AND  NOVELTY  BASED  ON  APPLICANT’S  CLAIM 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Progress  Report 


As  of  January  1,  1976,  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Office  had 
received  600  applications  for  protection,  of  which  26  were 
received  in  the  preceding  6 months,  54  were  from  experiment 
stations,  and  49  were  from  foreign  sources.  The  600  applications 
received  consisted  of  60  percent  agricultural,  27  percent  vege- 
table, and  13  percent  flower  varieties.  A total  of  248  certifi- 
cates have  been  issued,  of  which  40  were  issued  since  July  1,  1975. 
Of  all  certificates  issued  on  agricultural  seed,  90  percent 
specified  that  the  variety  was  to  be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as 
a class  of  certified  seed.  A total  of  118  of  the  600  applications 
filed  have  been  abandoned, withdrawn , or  were  found  to  be  ineligible. 

There  were  234  applications  pending  as  of  January  1,  1976. 


Plant  Variety  Protection  Board 

New  officers  and  members  of  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Board 
were  appointed  and  announced  on  December  23.  The  appointments  are 
for  two-year  terms. 

Richard  L.  Feltner,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  will 
serve  as  Chairman;  Howard  H.  Woodworth,  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service's  (AMS)  Grain  Division,  will  be 
Vice  Chairman;  and  Stanley  F.  Rollin,  Commissioner  of  the  AMS  Plant 
Variety  Protection  Office,  will  be  Executive  Secretary. 

Members  of  the  board  are;  Roy  0.  Becker,  Columbus,  Ohio; 

W.  E.  Bisgaard,  Holtville,  Calif.;  Leland  W.  Briggle,  Beltsville, 
Md. ; Warren  E.  Culbertson,  Sahuarita,  Arix. ; J.  Frank  Ford,  Jr. , 
Hereford,  Tex.;  Henry  R.  Fortmann,  University  Park,  Pa.; 

Jake  Hartz,  Jr.,  Stuttgart,  Ark.;  Charles  F.  Lewis,  Beltsville, 

Md. ; Harold  D.  Loden , Washington,  D.C.;  James  L.  Paulk,  Union 
Springs,  Ala.;  Foil  McLaughlin,  Raleigh,  N.C.;  Dale  Porter, 

Des  Moines,  Iowa;  George  R.  Walker,  Stoneville,  Miss.;  and 
Allenby  L.  White,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


New  Application  Form 

A new  revised  application  form  for  applying  for  plant  variety 
protection  is  at  the  printers  and  will  be  in  use  as  soon  as  a 
supply  is  received.  The  new  form  will  eliminate  the  present 
Exhibit  B-Botanical  Description  of  the  Variety  which  has  largely 
been  a repetition  of  the  characteristics  of  the  variety  contained 
in  Exhibit  C.  Any  botanical  characteristics  not  shown  in  Exhibit 
C will  henceforth  be  attached  to  Exhibit  C.  In  addition,  Exhibit 
E-Statement  of  Basis  of  Applicant's  Ownership  will  be  eliminated 
and  the  statement  of  ownership  will  be  included  on  the  form. 

Other  changes  will  include  a revision  of  the  instructions  and 
rearrangement  of  some  items  on  the  form.  Use  of  the  previous  forms 
will  not  be  barred  but  use  of  the  new  forms  will  simplify  the 
procedures  for  both  the  applicants  and  the  examiners. 
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Reciprocity  - South  Africa 


The  Republic  of  South  Africa  has  published  its  reciprocity 
arrangements  with  the  United  States  on  seed-reproduced  plants 
so  that  reciprocity  is  now  effective  in  both  directions.  This 
means  that  United  States  nationals  can  apply  for  protection  in 
South  Africa  and  South  Africa  nationals  can  apply  for  protection 
in  the  United  States.  Applications  are  permitted  only  on  those 
species  considered  of  economic  importance  and  protectable  in  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa.  Certificates  issued  will  be  for  15 
years  protection  and  will  not  include  a specification  that  the 
variety  is  to  be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified 
seed. 

Reciprocity  agreements  were  previously  concluded  with  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  The  Netherlands,  and  the  United 
Kingdom. 


"Abandoned"  Applications 


Owners  of  abandoned,  withdrawn,  and  ineligible  applications 
were  recently  asked  whether  they  had  any  objection  to  our  publish- 
ing the  fact  that  such  applications  had  been  abandoned. 

Considerable  confusion  exists  with  State  Certification  and 
State  seed  control  officials  because  this  Office  has  rot  been 
publishing  information  showing  that  certain  applications  for 
protection  have  been  abandoned,  withdrawn,  or  were  declared 
ineligible.  As  a result,  the  only  way  the  officials  or  the  public 
can  determine,  by  reading  the  Official  Journal,  whether  an  appli- 
cation has  been  abandoned  is  by  comparing  the  lists  of  "pending 
applications"  and  the  lists  of  "certificates  issued"  in  the  annual 
indexes . 

Section  180.18(c)  of  the  regulations  an'd  rules  of  practice 
under  the  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act  authorizes  the  Commissioner 
to  publish  decisions  on  abandoned  applications  at  the 
Commissioner's  discretion.  It  is  required  that  30-days  notice 
be  given  to  the  applicant  to  present  objections. 

To  avoid  the  confusion  which  now  exists,  this  Office  is  plan- 
ning to  publish  in  the  annual  index  of  the  Official  Journal  a 
list  of  "abandoned"  applications.  In  publishing  the  list,  no 
distinction  will  be  made  between  applications  which  have  been 
abandoned  for  "failure  to  respond  within  the  time  limit"  and  those 
"voluntarily  abandoned,"  or  declared  "ineligible."  The  applica- 
tions would  merely  be  listed  with  the  heading  "Abandoned," 
Withdrawn,  or  Ineligible."  The  list  will  not  show  the  name  of 
the  applicant,  as  the  name  of  the  kind  and  variety  and  the 
application  number  will  be  sufficient  for  identification  purposes. 


UPOV  Update 

As  indicated  in  the  last  two  issues  of  the  Official  Journal, 
an  8-delegate  mission  from  the  International  Union  for  the 
Protection  of  New  Varieties  of  Plants  (UPOV)  visited  the  U.S. 
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September  2-12,  1975,  to  study  our  olant  variety  protection 
systems.  They  visited  with  private  and  public  breeders  and 
government  offices  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
DeKalb,  Illinois;  Washington,  D.C.;  Warminster,  Pennsylvania; 

West  Grove,  Pennsylvania;  Princeton,  New  Jersey;  Ithaca,  New  York; 
and  Rochester,  New  York  . 

A meeting  of  the  UPOV  Committee  of  Experts  on  the  Interpreta- 
tion and  Revision  of  the  Convention  is  scheduled  for  February  16- 
20,  1976,  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  This  meeting  will  discuss  the 
changes  that  will  be  necessary  in  the  UPOV  convention  (constitu- 
tion) to  enable  the  U.S.  and  other  countries  to  qualify  for 
membership.  Accordingly,  a delegation  from  the  U.S.  will  attend. 


Down  Under 


The  Commissioner  accompanied  an  FAS-ASTA  seed  team  to 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  in  November  to  take  oart  in  a series  of 
seminars  on  plant  variety  protection.  Seminars  were  held  in 
Brisbane,  Toowoomba,  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Adelaide,  and  Canberra, 
Australia,  and  in  Christchurch  and  Palmerston  North,  New  Zealand. 
New  Zealand  has  a plant  variety  protection  law.  Australia  does 
not.  Australia  has  a constitutional  problems  in  adopting  a Federal 
law  which  may  require  each  State  to  adopt  a uniform  State  law. 
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